Count Every Child Under 5 This 2020 Census
with Child Care Services Association

Please share these fact sheets with parents, teachers and anyone you may know
with children under 5, as it is so important to ensure an accurate count.

Check out the next pages for more on the 2020 Census.
For more information, please visit www.childcareservices.org

FOLLOW US:

@ccsachildcare

@CCSAchildcare

Child Care Services Association

FPO
FACT: Children under the age of 5 had the
highest undercount of any age group in the
2010 Census.

Young children most
likely to be missed
tend to live with:

Counting Young
Children in the
2020 Census

•• Foster families.

THE PROBLEM
In the 2010 Census, the net undercount of children under the age
of 5 was 4.6 percent. That’s nearly 1 million children. Unlike other
age groups, the undercount of young children grew between the
2000 Census and 2010 Census. This is not a new problem, and it’s
not unique to the United States.
Young children who are missed in the census tend to have complex living arrangements. They might live with only one parent; large, extended families; foster families; or multiple families under one roof. These children may stay in more than one
home throughout the year and may not be related to the person
responding to the census.
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•• Multiple families.
•• People who are not related
to them.
•• Grandparents, single parents, or young adults.
•• Individuals with limited ability to speak English.
•• Renters or people who have
moved.
•• Parents or guardians with
lower incomes or without a
permanent home.

U.S. Census Bureau research shows that young children are not included in census responses because
there is confusion about who to count. For example,
individuals may not understand that they should
include children staying in their home who aren’t their
own. In other cases, individuals intentionally exclude
children because they fear they could be exposed for
breaking housing rules. Additionally, children can be
missed, along with their entire household, because
they are homeless or moved on or around Census
Day.

THE IMPACT
The 2020 Census will help determine how more than
$675 billion in federal funding is distributed to communities for the next 10 years—basically, an entire
childhood.
When young children are not counted, support for programs, such as health insurance, hospitals, child care,
food assistance, schools, and early childhood development, is impacted because the more children there are,
the greater the need.
Census data are also the basis of survey data that measure a wide range of characteristics about young children and their communities. When census counts are
incomplete, survey estimates are inaccurate, impacting
the quality of decisions made by all data users.

TAKING ACTION
To improve the count of young children in the 2020
Census, the Census Bureau:
•• Clarified instructions to highlight that responses
should include all babies and young children living
or staying in a home.
•• Improved Census Bureau employee training to
include information related to counting young
children.
•• Tailored and integrated messaging about the
importance of counting young children throughout
its communications campaign.
•• Is educating national and local partners about
ways to improve the count of young children.
•• Is marketing to communities where young children
are most at risk of being left out of responses to
the census.
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HELP ENSURE ALL CHILDREN
ARE COUNTED IN 2020
•• Count babies and children of all ages (even newborns and infants) living with you, including
biological, step, and adopted children, as well as
grandchildren, foster children, and children in joint
custody arrangements.
•• Count newborn babies at the home where they will
live and sleep most of the time, even if they are
still in the hospital on April 1, 2020. Do not count
babies born after April 1, 2020.
•• Count children where they live and sleep most of
the time, even if their parents do not live there,
they are not related to the person completing the
census, or they are not related to the person who
owns or rents the property.
•• If children are moving to a new home in 2020,
count them where they are living on April 1, 2020.
•• If a child’s time is divided between more than one
home, count them where they stay most often.
If their time is evenly divided between homes, or
you don’t know where they stay most often, count
them where they are staying on April 1, 2020.
•• For children that don’t have a permanent place
to live, count them where they are staying on
April 1, 2020, even if they are only staying there
temporarily.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Help your friends, family, and stakeholders understand who to include on their 2020 Census questionnaire and why it’s important. Remind them that the
census counts everyone living in the United States,
and that their responses are protected by law.
•• Share the link to our Counting Young Children Web
page with your family, friends, and neighbors.
•• Share our guidance about counting young
children.
•• Follow us on Twitter and Facebook, and help share
our messages.
•• Encourage your stakeholders to use our outreach
materials to spread the word in their communities.
2020census.gov  Who to Count  Counting Young Children

Make Kids Count:
Young Children and Census 2020
Think Babies NC Leadership Team
™

Census population estimates have a big impact on North Carolina's federal funding for family
supports as well as the fairness of our local resource allocation. Young children have been largely
undercounted in the past. It's critical that we reach all families to ensure an accurate Census in 2020.

YOUNG CHILDREN HAVE BEEN CONSISTENTLY UNDERCOUNTED IN THE PAST

North Carolina's undercount in
the 2010 Census resulted in
the 8th highest young child
undercount in the nation.

25,000

The undercount of young
children has steadily increased
over the last 40 years.

young children in NC
were not counted in
the last Census

WE HAVE TO REACH THE HARD-TO-COUNT
Young children are overrepresented in
populations considered "hard-to-count,"
including these populations:

Low-income households
Families who rent their homes
Racial and ethnic minorities

In North Carolina

73,000
young children are at risk of being
missed in the 2020 Census

A HIGH UNDERCOUNT MEANS LESS FEDERAL SUPPORT
North Carolina will jeopardize more than

5 billion

$5 billion in funding for programs serving
children and families if we undercount
young children in the 2020 Census.

Every family missed in the census results in a loss for our state.

For more information:
www.NCEarlyEducationCoalition.org/think-babies.html

#ThinkBabiesNC

North Carolina 2019 Policy Priorities for
Infants, Toddlers, and Families
Think Babies™ NC Leadership Team
Make Kids Count: Young Children and Census 2020
Introduction
Census population estimates have a big impact on North Carolina’s federal funding for family supports as
well as the fairness of our local resource allocation. Every family missed in the census results in a loss for
North Carolina. Young children have been undercounted in the past, so it’s critical that we reach their
families to ensure that Census 2020 accurately reflects North Carolina’s needs.

Why Is This Important to Do Now?
North Carolina failed to count an estimated 25,000 young children in the 2010 census.
The net undercount of young children – the difference between the actual census count of children ages
0-4 and Census Bureau population estimates – has steadily worsened over the past 40 years. In the 2010
Decennial Census, children under 5 were missed at a higher rate than any other age group.1 North
Carolina’s undercount in 2010 resulted in the 8th highest young child undercount in the nation.2

A high undercount means less federal support.
North Carolina will jeopardize more than $5 billion in funding for child-serving programs if we undercount
young kids in Census 2020.3 These federal funds are used for foster care, CHIP, SNAP, child care subsidies,
and a variety of other services and programs impacting children and families, so it’s critical that we get
the count right.

We have to reach the hard-to-count.
Young children are overrepresented in populations considered “hardto-count” by the U.S. Census Bureau. An estimated 73,000 children
under 5 in North Carolina are part of these groups, which include lowincome households, families who rent their homes, and racial and
ethnic minorities.4 If missed in the count, these children also stand to
suffer the most from reductions in funding to vital programs.

It’s not too late.
We still have time in North Carolina to provide the resources and support necessary to ensure a full and
accurate census. Take action to ensure that everyone – including every young child – counts in 2020.

•••
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About Think BabiesTM NC:
Think Babies™ NC seeks to advance policies that support the healthy development of North Carolina’s babies and
toddlers. It is aligned with the NC Pathways to Grade-Level Reading initiative and the NC Early Childhood Action Plan.
Think Babies™ NC is led by the NC Early Education Coalition with support from the NC Early Childhood Foundation and a
Leadership Team of state and local organizations focused on advancing public awareness and policy solutions for infants,
toddlers, and their families.
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